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Basic questions

By Wendy Horgan

In “Toasting Both Sides of the Bread” (Sept. 12), Mr. Mulligan suggests that the hospital Board of
Trustees “play games” with definitions and percentages of poverty and care more about politics than the
needy.

Technical questions about Federal Poverty Levels may seem cold-hearted and insensitive to the needs
of a woman with lumps in her breast and possible breast cancer. But that would be a wrong conclusion.
The Board of Trustees inherited from the Foundation Board a charity care policy that didn’t answer basic
questions: Who are the needy to be served? What medical care should they be provided? How much
will it cost? For example, classification by percentages of poverty can help identify patients who qualify
for existing government health care programs and those who need health care paid for by hospital tax
dollars. This process has absolutely nothing to do with “trying to figure out ways to exclude needy
people” and everything with trying to improve administration of the charity care program. Importantly, the
Board is on record that the needy up to 400 percent of the poverty level will be cared for as before.

The poverty statistics mentioned by Mr. Mulligan are troubling and a challenge to county health leaders.
I would hope that stories about our neighbors who are forced to choose between food and medical care
might encourage public support for government programs that did more to give needy Americans access
to affordable health insurance and medical care. Unfortunately, in the meantime, county health leaders
must work with the stingy benefits of the Florida Medicaid program that could allow a woman with lumps
in her breast to fall “between the cracks of the privately insured and the Medicaid-eligible.” Blame
Florida, blame Medicaid, but don’t blame the Board of Trustees that is working hard to fill in the gaps
left by Medicaid.

The Board of Trustees are amending the charity care policy to provide long-overdue answers to the
“who, what and how much” questions that are critical tools for a policy that works better for the needy in
the future. That’s not politics. That’s leadership.

Wendy Horgan

Beverly Hills
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